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Researchers at the University of Jaén are developing new techniques to
improve reading acquisition

The researcher at the University of Jadicolas Gutiérrez Palma part of the research
groupPsychology of Development and Edtioa, examines the specific learning
difficulties readingLQ W KH S U R MdthinguistR QKRIY &G reading acquisition
This research, conducted in collaboration with the University of Granada, has been
subsidized by the Ministry of Education a@dience.

The main research objective is to affirm the relationship between the ability to think in
the prosody of speechr the intonatiomjiven tothereading or breaks in the course of

it, and learning to read. Nicolas Gutierrez explains, "this relstip exists, anth order

for childrento learnhowto read bettett is better taeach them in a warmevray, with a
more singingone with emphasis on intonation and accenteofds, as if they were

told a story, using a warmer tone. "

For the studyhe investigatorsvorked with children aged between 7 and 12 y&ars

the Cristo Rey schools, and others frAimaden and Carmelites, Jaén, and with some
of the province of Granaday which theyimplemented a series of tasis the

computer, in which chkdren had to think about the prosody of speech and use their
reading skills. "We found that children who use the tilde best to read or write are the
ones thabest think about it. This suggests the possibility that if they wahnthe

ability to think n the accents of wordsimproves the learning of rules for the use of
the tilde} says the UJA psychology professor of psycholdgws, primary school
students no longer think only in words, if not something more, prosody. "In general, if
you train theperception of prosodihis will lead tochildren learing faster prosodic
aspects of reading, not only the use of the tilde, but also punctuatdmge
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For now, the researchers are analyzing data frorteitgein order todevelop specific
techniques to train the prosody ahdreby improvingheteaching and learning of

reading. "Ideally, these techniques are adapted to be used in schools and, together with
existing methods, to become a new method afttieg,” concludes Professor Gutiérrez.



